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Assumption

Observation of the Structure of Cognition

O | Abstract

This work presents a structure in which the legitimacy of cognition wavers
at the very moment it is about to be established.

Color does not inherently belong to objects.

Yet color functions as a condition through which cognition is constituted.

In this series, photographs are decomposed into CMYK components and
materially reassembled in layered form.

Through this operation, the viewer’s cognition begins to integrate.
However, when it is recognized that the coloration is the output of Al
processing applied to monochrome photographs,

the legitimacy of cognition momentarily wavers.

What is addressed here is not misrecognition.
It is the wavering that occurs at the moment cognition is about to be fixed.

Assumption is an observation of the structure of cognition.
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1 | Definitions

The following terms are used in this text.
Image

An image is the plane upon which presented information is constituted as a
single world through cognition.

Integration

Integration is the cognitive operation that gathers multiple elements—visual
perception, memory, context, inference—into a single image.

Legitimacy
Legitimacy is the state in which an established integration is accepted

without the need for doubt.
It is not a guarantee of truth, but an internal sense of self-evidence.

Cognition

Cognition is the integrative operation that seeks to constitute an image as a
single world.

Such constitution does not fix the world itself.

Wavering

Wavering is the momentary internal destabilization of legitimacy at the
instant cognition is about to be secured.
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2 | Activation of Integration

Photography readily initiates the constitution of an image.
It appears as though the world is simply presented.

In this series, photographs are separated into CMYK layers and
reassembled through 3mm acrylic panels.

The viewer perceives multiple layers and integrates them into a single
image.

Integration begins automatically.
At this stage, the image is already constituted as a world.
Its legitimacy is not questioned.

3 | Establishment of Legitimacy

When integration takes place, cognition accepts its determination as self-
evident.

The image is received as “what it is.”
Color plays a crucial role in sustaining this self-evidence.
Although color does not inherently belong to objects,

cognition relies on it in order to constitute the world.

Legitimacy here is not truth.
It is the internal sense of certainty produced by integration.
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4 | The Emergence of Wavering

The images presented in this series contain coloration generated by Al
processing applied to monochrome photographs.

As the viewer integrates the image and begins to accept its color as
natural,

a discrepancy may be detected.

When it is recognized that the coloration is the result of artificial
processing,

or when an unresolvable inconsistency appears within the image,
the legitimacy of cognition becomes momentarily unstable.

This is not collapse.
[t is not cessation.

Cognition, on the verge of fixation,
wavers internally.

5 | Medium and Apparatus

Photography is not the subject of this work.
It is selected as a medium that allows decomposition, layering, and
algorithmic misreading.

Software-based color separation,
material layering,
Al-generated coloration.

These function as apparatuses that both activate cognition and introduce
wavering.

The artist’s intention and manual control are minimized.

The subject of the work is not production,
but the event occurring within the viewer.
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6 | Production Conditions

This series was produced under the following technical environment:
Software: Adobe Photoshop 26
Al: Adobe Sensei Al
Al: AKVIS Coloriage Al 15.6

All generation and processing are contingent upon the technological
standards available as of February 2026.

7 | Conclusion

An image is integrated and constituted as a world.
Its legitimacy appears self-evident.

Yet at the moment cognition is about to be secured,
that legitimacy may waver internally.

This work does not negate cognition.
Nor does it propose reconstruction.

It observes the wavering that occurs at the threshold of fixation.

Assumption is an observation of the structure of cognition.
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